CHILE   &   THE   CHILEANS
sentimental humbug. They 20 about more freely than do \vornen in the Argentine or in Brazil. The Chileans, indeed, were among the first nations to encourage women to earn their living by work in competition with men. They had women street-car conductors even before the Great War, which introduced them in so many countries when men became scarce. The beauty of Chilean women is celebrated, and there are many records of their intelligence and bravery as well.
One oft-quoted example which illustrates these qualities was given by the sixteen-year-old daughter of Don Claudio Vicuna, a prominent Chilean politician during the Civil War in 1891. A bomb which exploded wa^ thrown into die house, then another, which did not go off. The girl, instead of being terrified and fainting or goint; into hysterics, seized this second bomb and threw it out of a window. Then
CATS'    MEAT    MAN    IN   SANTIAGO
The vendor of cats' meat in Chile differs from
his prototype in London chiefly in the easy
way he carries his main basket on his head
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to insert " comparative," for it is only
when we take into account the women
of other South American states that
those of Chile can be called emancipated.
They have to some extent risen above
the condition of playthings for men,
but they are still very carefully sheltered
while   they   are   girls.    None   of   the
liberty which the North American and
the English girl   have   long enjoyed,
and which the French girl since the War
seems inclined to claim also, has yet
been granted to the young women of
Chile.   The married women do, some
of them, enjoy comradeship with men.
They have induced men to treat them
as reasonable beings, not as pets who
must be cajoled with compliments, nor
as the natural prey of any man who can
capture  them  by  soft  speeches  and
SMART   AND   SOLDIERLY
The Chilean soldiers are outwardly fit to bear
comparison with those of any of the European
armies that took a pride in such details before
the Great War reduced their value
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